
― Especially in depopulated or 
economically challenged regions, 
there can be value in understanding 
the contribution of tourism to 
economic development and to 
resolving underemployment issues. 
• Can assist comparisons of similar 

regions 
• Can show the benefits of tourism
• can identify particularly profitable 

types of tourist activities
• Which then can be promoted by 

policy initiatives

Why are RTSAs 
important?
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Danish example

Benefits of having a regional comparison 
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• What issues, visions and concerns are 
expressed in the regional and municipal 
tourism development plans?

• How do the regions define themselves?
• Do regional the plans take sustainability 

into account? 
• Can patterns or reasons for this be 

identified?
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• ‘Greener’ TDPs:
• Are developed by many
• Highlight the importance of the destination's administration
• Include environmental, social and economic aspects of 

sustainability within and outside the tourism sector 
• Have a long-term sustainable perspective
• Want to create synergies
• Call for more collaboration and coordination
• View tourism as a possibility for competence development
• Call for more guidance, more info and better data to be able to 

develop in a sustainable way
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